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BLUE-COAT HOSPITAL. 



Tlik useful anil ornamental building is situated in Black- 
hall street, and consists of a centre and two wings. The 
front of the centre is enriched by Ionic columns support- 
ing a pediment. This part of the building contains apart- 
ments for the principal officers, a committee-room, 
record-room, and board-room. The north wing is the 
chapel, 65 feet by 32, which is extremely handsome, and 
over the communion-table is a good painting of the Re- 
surrection, by Waldron. The south wing contains a spa- 
cious school-room, of the same dimensions as the chapel, 
in which were formerly an emblematic picture of the de- 
livery of the charter, and portraits of King William III. 
Queen Mary, Queen Anne, George II. and Queen Caro- 
line, General Ginckle, Dean Drelincourt, &c. The din- 
ing-hall is spacious and commodious, and the dormitories 
sufficiently extensive and well ventilated. They contain 
beds for 120 boys, who are well clothed, dieted, and edu- 
cated, and at a suitable age apprenticed. The corpora- 
tion of Merchants support a mathematical school in the 
Hospital, in which boys intended for the sea service are 
instructed in navigation. Of the 120 boys in the Hospi- 
tal, 58 are appointed by the Corporation, SO by the Go- 
vernors of Erasmus Smith's Schools. 10 by the Bishop of 
Meath, and 2 by the Minister of St. Werburgh's parish. 
Above £21,000 have been expended on this building ; 
the annual income is about £4,000 per annum. 

This excellent establishment was founded by the Cor- 
poration of Dublin in 1670, and by the original plan was 
designed'for the reception of aged and infirm reduced ci- 
tizens of Dublin and their children, and also for the edu- 
cation of the latter. But being unable to accomplish this 
object of extensive benevolence, the; were obliged to 
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contract their plan, and confine the charity to the sons 
and grandsons of decayed citizens. King Charles IL 
granted a charter to the Corporation to this effect, em- 
powering them to purchase lands, and to make laws and 
statutes for the government of the establishment. 
* The original structure was situated in Queen-street; 
being 170 feet in length, by 300 in depth. The parliament 
frequently sat in this house. Becoming decayed, it wac 
determined to rebuild it on its present site at a small 
distance from the former, and the first stone was laid on 
the 16th of June, 1772, by Earl Harcourt, Lord Lieute- 
nant. 



THE PURSUIT OP LITERATURE AND SCIENCE 
COMPATIBLE WITH HABITS OP BUSINESS. 

It would be useless to attempt to trace the particular 
cases in which business may be aided by science and lite- 
rature. In our own country there is scarcely an indivi- 
dual, from the king on the throne to the poorest mechanic 
or labourer, who has not some business to perform, and 
to whom literature and science, in a greater or less de- 
gree, would not be an advantage, as respects both his 
pleasure and profit. The most illustrious persons of all 
ages were remarkable for uniting the cultivation of their 
mind with habits of business. Alexander the Great de- 
lighted to correspond with Aristotle; slept during hi« 
expeditions with Homer under his pillow ; and honoured 
learning wherever he found it. Caesar is said to hav* 
composed his Commentaries— for which he is more justly 
famous than for all his victories — amid the toil and pustle 
of his campaigns j and once, when swimming for his life, 
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